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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Green, Adam Grosset & Dunlap 
$1.00 


THE FUNNY BUNNY FACTORY 


* For the adults and children who can't get enough of leonard Weisgard illustrations, 
this splashy picture book will be a joy. However, those of the spittin’ image school may 
well shy away from the sharp, bright abstract design and riot of brilliant color. Actually, 
if the child bought his own books, I imagine that the bold color and pages crammed with 
tiny bunny pictures would have a very strong appeal. The story in this case bounces 
along in a gay chant and the antics of the bunnies in an empty factory have elements of 
surprise and imagination that cannot fail to delight. All in all a tremendous bargain 
for the price. Board bound with laminated cover. (Publ.) 


Hart 


Jollison, Marion 

FUN FOR TINY TOTS $1.25 
Another in the seemingly inexhaustible series of playtime books. As in the 

others there is some very good material here in' picture puzzles and games, poems and 

songs. However, this book is not up to the high standard set by the others as the games 

depending on illustrations are confused by fuzzy cartoons and an unattractive wash 

of alternating green and rose and black and white. This is unfortunate since many of 

the identification picture games should have a progressive educational value. Cloth. (Publ). 





BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Attwood, Frederic Aladdin Books 
VAVACHE: The Cow Who Painted Pictures $2.25 


Wild and wacky nonsense paced by Roger Duvoisin's enchanting sketches of the 
most winsome cow we've seen. Vavache, the cow, and Riki spend a summer playing together 
in Normandy. And Vavache is an exceptional cow who paints with her tail. and can make 
herself invisible. Vavache's tales of escapes from a bear she had painted and further 
adventures with Riki while invisible, will intrigue youngsters who like their nonsense 
jolly and fast-paced with absurdity. Cloth and charming format. (Publ.) 


Crampton, Gertrude Aladdin Books 
MORE POTTIEBY ADVENTURES $1.50 


Jolly whimsy with a hey and a ho and plenty of exclamation points! Jolly old 
Papa Pottleby continues to pace adventures of the excitable family in his own simple- 
minded fashion, riding his purple bus, thrilled with his election to the fire-department, 
and saddened by the problems of the children. This time there is the wooden carousel 
horse who must be kept happy, which in turn arouses the jealousy of Papa's "sweet little 
mare", There is a birthday party, a picnic, a fishing trip and adventures in which the 
Mayor, the Teacher, Nick, the junk man, and all the Pottlebys encounter a series of ri- 
diculous problems which are treated solemnly and earnestly by all concerned. There is 
a pleasantly repetitive text here and the situations are amusing, but just how mich 
coyness the average child of today can take is the question. Bouncing illustrations by 
Anne Merriman Peck. Bound in cloth. (Publ). 
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@ Illustrations and decorated end papers by "Mac" Schweitzer. (Publ). 
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Luckhardt, Mildred Westminster 
THE BELLS RING OUT $ .65 


A new addition with the book following to the Children’s .our Library of reli- 
gious books for Protestant children, this emphasizes with the others the happy, joyous 
and rewarding experiences formed through associations with God and His houses of worship. 
Paul leaves Switzerland to come to America, and with his parents soon makes new friends, 
becomes a member of the Sunday School and joins in the preparations for Christmas. But 
Paul knows of a Christmas surprise and has a difficult time keeping it to himself. 

When new bells made by his grandfather ring out in the church steeple, however, he is 
glad his friends were surprised. The unselfconscious group singing and church activities, 
family fun and a spontaneous love of church services pictured make this a valuable book 
for Sunday Schools. Full color illustrations by Nedda Walker. Boards. (Publ). 


McWhirter, Mary Esther Westminster 
PRAIRIE CHURCH $ .65 


A simple, warm story of cooperation and group fum in school and church. Ruth 
and Roger of the prairie land of South Dakota go to a vacation school and through group 
projects with their understanding teacher and lots of questions learn something about 
the organization of the church, its social activities and its workship. Although the 
children- as in the other books in this series- are almost too good to be true, there 
is a semblance of a story, the prose is readable and the values of worship and community 






living are simply presented for this level. Pictures by Albert DeMee Jousset. Boards.(Publ.) 


EASY READING 


Johnson, Margaret S. Morrow 
RED JOKER $2.00 


This latest by the author of the popular dog series has the predictable well- 
developed story, appealing illustrations and simple, quiet style of the others. This 
time the dog hero is an Irish setter who befriends a high-strung, fine young race horse and 
becomes a necessary factor in the horse's success. A forced parting from the young master 
he adores, life in strange stables with his horse friend, a kidnapping by horse thieves, 
and final rescue make an engrossing story of the setter, Red Joker. All the elements of 
a good dog story, simplified for second and third year readers. Cloth. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Fiction 


de Leeuw, Adele Little, Brown 
BLUE RIBBONS FOR MEG $2.50 


The author of many books for girls here turns back the clock to 1900 with a 
gentle little piece about a homesick youngster at a U. S. Cavalry post in Dakota. WNine- 
year-old Meg from Boston who loves reading and story telling feels very much a stranger 
with her energetic cousins in Dakota with whom she lives while her family is away. Al- 
though of her own age, Meg's cousins and their friends seem to thrive on the wild coun- 
try and vigorous life of the cavalry post where their father is Captain. How Meg makes 
friends, learns to ride her very own pony, meets som real Indians, save a little boy from 
drowning, and wins a blue ribbon in a horse show, makes a pleasant tale for girls. Al- 
though Meg, in her devotion to her Teddy Bear and in her timidity, may annoy some of the 
sophisticates in this age group, the background of life in the army camp is sure to appeal. 





April 15, 1950 EIGHT TO ELEVEN ~ Non-fiction -237- 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 


IN WOODS AND FIELDS $3 .00-cloth 
$1.75-paper 


Buck, Margaret Waring 


* It is almost unheard of for us to report again on a book once reviewed, but 
chance examination of the finished book brought out much that had not been evident on 
first seeing it last February...Here is an exceptionally successful third and fourth grade 
level nature book, the kind that ties facts and pictures so closely together that it serves 
as a practical handbook. The seasonal round is handled by dividing the salient data into 
locales ,- woods, stream, fields; the things to look for, details of recognition (fern 
fiddleheads in Spring, footprints on the snow in Winter, etc.) make it fun to use. The 
specific birds, flowers, animals, insects shown are ones that most children in the coun- 
try can see for themselves. The section on "More to see in Spring and Summer” allows for 
considerable expansion, in less detail. A Bibliography ties this book in with further 
reading. And an Index gives it reference value. The drawings in line and wash are charn- 


ing, and accurate as to detail. (Publ.) 


Clark, G. Glenwood Aladdin Books 
THOMAS ALVA EDISON $2.50 


This biography of the great inventor should fascinate any prospective scientist 
or inventor. Although liberally buttered with contrived dialogue of the "remarks-we- 
doubt-ever-were-made" variety, the style is readable and entertaining. The vigorous and 
productive career of Edison is remarkable - his lack of formal schooling, the years from 
twelve to fifteen in which he worked as a news-butcher, telegrapher, publisher and chemist 
on a route of the Grand Trunk Railway running into Detroit, a position as a telegraph 
operator, and then the succession of inventions and fame. After the early years, Edison's 
private life is sketched very lightly, with the bulk of the book concerned with the great 
inventions dramatized in detail by the author in simple lucid language. Black and white 
sketches by Millard McGee. With its large print and attractive format, this is a worth- 
while addition to school libraries. (Publ.) 


Yates, Elizabeth _ Aladdin Books 
AMOS FORTUNE: FREE MAN $2.50 


This true story of a Negro slave-freeman in eighteenth century New England is 
an unpleasant, grim story, with sentimental overtones- generally unsuitable for the juven- 
ile level. Amos Fortune lived through the horrors of a slave ship which snatched him from 
his native Africa where he was prince of his tribe, the humiliation of slavery and later 
the struggle to live as a freeman in a white commnity. His final success as a tanner and 
financial security that allowed him to buy others out of slavery, however, came about 
through a humble acceptance of his lot, which although it gave hima serene dignity, 
reminds the reader too much of the legend of the humble, philosophical Negro - a legend 
often perpetrated by whites to paint with rose-color an ugly moral stain on our civiliza- 
tion. With so few juveniles aboutNegroes on the market - few that would make pleasant 
reading for colored Americans - it seems unfortunate that Amos Fortune must be portrayed 
as @ man slow to jump at freedom from his first master, who accepted a segregated pew in 
church, joked with the auctioneer who sold him, and accepted white domination not without | 
suffering, but with passive resignation. An adult would understand the necessity of this 
practical standard, but it stands to reason that the average child will not see the story 
in historical perspective and may apply his misty impressions to the Negro's present 
situation. Attractive illustrations by Nora S. Unwin. (Publ.) 


Hart, Harold and Tolleris, Ralph Hart 
BIG-TIME BASEBALL $2.95 


Sure-fire for the spring baseball trade is this big book of facts and figures, 
anecdotes, pictures of the great, baseball oddities, and an attractive format. This might 
well supply the demand for a good juvenile version for this age group of the Who's Who 
and record books sold in the ball parks. Although the format is honestly youthful, no 












April 15, 1950 Eight to Eleven - Non-fiction cont'd -238- 








youthful fan would scorn the full page photographs of the stars, page after page of records, 
and even a section of baseball humor. A handsome book bound in cloth and with a liberal 
eS number of sketches by Sydney Weiss, the "big" look of the book may offset the disadvantage 
of a higher price. Wide age range. (Publ.) 

































Leonard, Tom B. Hart 
| 60 SNAPPY QUIZZES $1.25 


Here is another Hart playtime book, this time appealing to the quiz fans. Most 
of the quizzes are presented in game form with pictures and the material covers a wide 
range - animals, sports, geography, science etc. The quizzes are for the most part iden- 
tification although there are some pairing games and right-or-wrong tests. The publishers 
place this in the 9 - 14 age group, but the material is definitely pre-high school. Fun 
for parties, traveling and convalescence. Pictures in black and one color. (Publ.) 


Thompson, Jeff W. Hart 
THE BOOK OF FASCINATING FACTS $1.25 


A hodge-podge of worthwhile and not-so-worthwhile information. However, this 
is a passable substitute for radio quiz programs. Designed for leisurely perusal, the 
material is primarily of the believe it or not category. Under subject headings the 
scraps of facts cover the sciences, sports, strange customs and unusual people. Not for 
reference - purely for fun. Gay cartoons in two colors. (Publ.) 


Robertscn, Gladys Vondy Holt 
& Graham, Vera STRANGE SEA LIFE $2.50 


* The strange and wonderful life under the sea is the subject for this fascinating 

® collection of marine oddities. Avoiding technical terminology and confining the nomen- 
clature to the most imaginative and descriptive popular names, the authors touch upon the 
most spectacular aspects of the animals of the sea. Grouped roughly by structural classes, 
the text includes not only rarely seen specimens but familiar animals found along the { 
coasts - from odd and beautiful deep sea fish to starfish, crabs, sand dollars, jellyfish, ; 
barnacles, scallops, and even porpoises, penguins and whales. This is truly a book of ’ 
wonders - the queen triggerfish which grinds its teeth and grumbles when caught, the sea 
urchin with its little round mouth and teeth, the Venus's-flower-basket sponge inside of } 
which animals grow up and live their lives in prison, the male sea horse which protects 
the eggs by carrying them in front of his tail, the eaters of stars which feed only on fj 
fish with "lights", and many more glimpses of this intricate and prolific life. The | 
prose is easy to read, non-technical and imaginative, and the index will aid the young i 
zoologist to identify specimens. Black and white illustrations by Michael Bevans. All 
the family should enjoy this. (Publ.) 


: Zim, Herbert S. and Martin, Alexander C. Simon and Schuster 
} FIOWERS: A Guide to Familiar American Wildflowers $1.00 


A handsome, compact volume that is surely a bargain at the price with full-color 
illustrations and descriptions of over 260 wildflowers in 45 families. Beginning with 
instructions for the use of the color index, hints on collecting and some elementary ma- 
terial on plant structure, the authors proceed to descriptions of the wild-flowers grouped | 
by color. On each page is a bright painting of the flower stalk usually in its natural 
habitat, a range map (inaccurate in some cases), and a text covering characteristics, 
habitat, growing season and family. Indexed with a rainbow thumb guide, this should be 

@ a useful tool for amateur nature study, as the color guide provides an easy reference for 
’ beginners. A wide range appeal here - suitable for any age group. lovely illustrations 
by Rudolph Freund. Cloth bound. (5/1) 





April 15, 1950 TWELVE TO FIFTEEN ~ Fiction -239- 


Coward, McCann 


McGraw, Eloise Jarvis 
SAWDUST IN HIS SHOES $2.50 

A melodramatic, often sentimental and implausible yarn of a boy equestriene with 
circus in his blood, has enough of the old tricks to keep any young person engrossed. 
Joe Lang, a black-haired gypsy of a boy, forced from circus life by the death of his father 
and taken to an Industrial School, has the dark brooding appeal of a superior being from 
a remote, romantic world confined to an unsympathetic grey one. Escaping from the school, 
Joe is taken in by a saintly farm family who make him one of them by gradually overcoming 
his fear and distrust of non-circus people. It is unfortunate that Joe's "humanizing" 
is the result of physical ability (he saves a life, has a highly successful fist fight 
and does some trick riding at the right time), but this is a good hearty, full-blooded 
yarn, appealing to both boys and girls. Dashing Pers Crowell decorations and jacket. 


J. L. G. (4/22) 


Hammond, Ralph Harper 
COCOS GOLD $2.50 


* Written by an author of adult novels of suspense, this bloodthirsty tale of 
treasure-mad men, a steaming tropical island of treachery and death, is one of the most 
high-powered examples of juvenile suspense-fiction we've seen. The writing is tight, 
hard-hitting and the suspense development is on an adult level. Although Johnny Keverne 
was only fifteen years old, he had made a promise to a dying man which was to involve a 
treasure map of the terrible Cocos Island which came into Johnny's possession and for 
which Johnny was pursued, trapped and nearly killed throughout the relentless plotting 
of a group of murderers and mutineers. A voyage ending in mtiny, endless escapes and 
traps on Cocos Island, mrders, gunplay, a great fire, and finally destruction to the 
gold-seekers in the midst of the great triumph end the story. Some of the action and 
expletives are departures from the lukewarm juvenile variety, but since this tends to under- 
play these elements rather than obviously skirting them - a procedure favorable to comics 
and the pulps- this can hardly be a fault in good fiction. Excellent fare for boys. (Publ. ) 


Gilbert, Kenneth Holt 
ARCTIC VENTURE $2.50 


A clean-cut adventure story with an authentic Arctic background. Fifteen-year- 
old Chuck Morgan leaves with his father on the trading schooner, the Aleut, on a fur- 
trading expedition. Although his father is co-owner of the Aleut, Chuck seems to sense 
that the navigator, Brad Collins, is purposely causing trouble among the men and has an 
eye on trading for furs himself. Chuck's suspicions are confirmed when Collins deliberately 
allows the ship to be caught in a freeze-up. Mr. Morgan leaves for help and Collins soon 
takes over, leaves the ship and steals the furs. Through the aid of his Eskimo friend, 
Kenak, and a chase through the snow with the Eskimos the thieves are caught and the cargo 
is saved. Routine adventure, but with the fascinating glimpses of Eskimo life - hunting, 
feasting and traveling - this would make excellent regional material. Very attractive 
illustrations by Clifford N. Geary. JIG (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN ~ Non-fiction 


Bethers, Ray Aladdin Books 
PERHAPS I'LL BE A FARMER $1.75 


Good vocational material for this age group - general in coverage, yet with a 

serious scientific approach. Don't be fooled by the format which is slanted toward a 
younger age group. Beginning with a discussion of soil, its formation, fertilization and 
preservation, the author touches upon many of the aspects of scientific farming- crop 
rotation, advantages of farm machinery, animal raising, corn growing, selling produce and 
the office of the County Agents and 4-H clubs. This is not detailed information, but 
simply an all-over glimpse of modern farming. Handsome illustrations by the author, well- 
known for his paintings and engravings. For the vocational shelf. (Publ.) 








April 15, 1950 FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS -2h0- 


Shute, Nevil Morrow 
THE LEGACY $3.00 


A unique setting, interesting situations, and a good love story make this ab- 
sorbing reading. Jean Paget, leader of a group of women taken by the Japanese, and an 
Australian "ringer" miraculously escaped from crucifixion by the Japanese, have a lasting 
but interrupted romance. They are finally reunited in Australia where their marriage 
becomes integral to the rebirth of the town. Told indirectly through an elderly lawyer - 
which may annoy some young readers - the love story is built around the framework of the 
journeys through Malaya of the courageous group of women prisoners making their own terms 
with the native villagers and working in the rice fields until the war's end, should in- 
terest and absorb the reader. (Full report on P. 212). (6/7) 


The Saturday Evening Post Random House 
POST STORIES: 1949 $2.75 


The cream of popular reading from the magazine, this book should offer diversion 
for convalescents and leisure time readers. Some twenty stories are chosen out of the two 
hundred which appeared in last year's issues. Stories of fathers and sons, husbands and 
wives, some sports, comedy, fantasy - and one ghost. Some good names here - William 
Saroyan, Gerald Kersh, John Vandercook, Paul Horgan, Frank O'Rourke, Agnes Slight Turnbull. 
Post material is always clean, family reading. (Full report on p. 218) (Publ.) 


Tate, Allen & Gordon, Caroline - fds. Scribner 
THE HOUSE OF FICTION $5.00 


Here is a collection of distinguished short stories for the young student of li- 
terature and for the general reader. Although the stories were chosen to illustrate points 
of story technique - point of view, authority, dramatic compression, dimension, tonal 
unity, symbolism, etc., the young person even if unable to cope with the academic accent, 
should enjoy the selection. Some contributors are not often included in anthologies, 
and many of the short stories have escaped previous notice. Excellent addition to the 
school libraries and for general school use. (Full report on P. 215) (5/22) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Roeder, Bill A. S. Barnes 
JACKIE ROBINSON $2.50 


** Tops for sparkling biography, intelligent reporting and a quietly understated 
commentary on the disease of racial intolerance, this book is a must for young people. 
There is enough basebali "inside" to tempt the fan and biographical information about one 
of the game's outstanding stars - boyhood in California, sports and study at UCIA, mili- 
tary service, a short period with a Negro baseball team in Kansas City, and discovery by 
Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers. However, as the first Negro player to be admitted © 
to the big leagues, Jackie Robinson led a double life- as a promising rookie and as a 
guinea pig in a sociological experiment. The intricate maneuvers of Rickey to prepare 
for the event which he had planned even before kmowing of Robinson, the insults and ten- 
sion Robinson had to face, and the inevitable bouts with institutionalized Jim Crow point 
up not only the courage of the man, but the tragic destructiveness of racial prejudice. 
Robinson's famous testimony before the Un-American Affairs Committee is included in its 
entirety. Should have special sales. (Full report on P. 225) (4/25) 


Malone, Ted Doubleday 
TED MAIONE'S FAVORITE STORIES $2.95 


Here is a series of brief human interest tales of characters kmown and unknown 
told in the heart-warming, though frankly sentimental manner familiar to those who have 
heard the radio story-teller. The true stories cover a wide range - Petrarch and laura, 
Payne, who wrote Home Sweet Home, Horatio Alger, Jane Addams, Helen Keller, Gilbert and 
Sullivan, Audubon, the Brownings, the Curies, Jack london, Iouisa May Alcott, Florence 
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Nightingale, Stephen Foster, Louis Armstrong, Emily Dickinson. And there are bits of legend 
and fantasy - a truck rider's night ride with a ghost, the Paul Bunyan legend, the semi-true 
story of Alexander Selkirk. An 0. Henry story is here and stories of places- the Taj Mahal, 
Madame Tussaud's Waxworks, etc. Good reading, appealing and a moral tucked in for good 
measure. Might be a teaser for indifferent readers. (Full report on P. 227) (5/18) 


Nicoll, Allardyce Harcourt, Brace 
WORLD DRAMA $7 .50 


An excellent supplement to the drama work in English-particularly in the junior 
and senior year of high school - this critique on the drama with the slant toward the 
modern is a valuable addition to schools and libraries. Using samples from dramas of the 
greats, from Aeschylus to Tennessee Williams, the author discusses general movements in 
the past and their contribution to today's drama. This is not easy reading, but there is 
meat here for the enthusiast and student. 64 illustrations of actors, sets, scenes etc. 


(Full report on P. 233). (Publ.) 

















Rose, Anna Perrot : Houghton, Mifflin 
4 ROOM FOR ONE MORE $2.75 












Report repeated from page 105 of the February 15 bulletin - postponed from the 
April date. "An understanding and appealing account of the adjustment of the adopted chil- 
dren of Mrs. Rose to their new parents, home and the "born’ children, - the Roses" own boy 
and two girls. There is a picture of a pleasant, full family life here as well as sensi- 
tive portraits of each of the foster children. Young people who have had to wecogntne 

that such situations exist, and those who have begun to inspect more closely the 'pheno- 
menum’ of the family group will find this account of how intelligence and kindness makes a 
family group, absorbing and thought-provoking". (5/16) 

























Holbrook, Stewart Macmillan 
& YANKEE EXODUS: An Account of Migration from New England $5.00 


The New England stamp on America as seen through Yankee migration in the West and 
middle West in a fascinating slant on America's development. Settlers, religious fanatics, 
cultists, lawyers, medical men, educators, inventors, lumbermen, railroaders, promoters, 
politicians - New Englanders all- went forth and left their mark on Wester settlements. 
Throughout the West - Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, Oregon 
all attracted New Englanders. What the influence was and the extent in each case has a 
definite regional appeal to New Englanders, but the fresh approach to historical detail 
should make this pleasant supplementary reading for history classes. (Full report on P. 231). 


(6/6). 


Bynam, Lindley Morrow 
& Jones, Idwal BISCATINZ $3.00 


A worthwhile story of the problems of law enforcement and the ability and tenacity 
of Gene Biscailuz, the respected Sheriff of Los Angeles County, this should be valuable as 
a vocational book, and extra reading in civics. Beginning with his tracing down of Clara | 
Phillips, the author reviews his early life - an ambition as a bookseller, politics, deputy, | 
under-sheriff, work on the Highway Patrol. It covers the problems he has encountered - law | 
enforcement, welfare works, juvenile delinquency and war work. Sound values in this true 
story of crime-fighting. (Full report on P. 231). (6/7) 


lederer, Commander William J. William Sloane 
THE LAST CRUISE $1.50 | 
Ge A gripping report in the best maritime tradition, this account of the grim voyage | 
of the submarines, Cochino (SS345) and Tusk (SS426) in 1949, is stirring testimony to 


heroism and selflessness. Operating under simlated battle conditions to test and train for 
new electronic devices, the Cochino caught fire far north of the Circle. In spite of the | 
explosion and a terrific storm the men fought to save the ship, made contact with the Tusk — 
and abandoned ship. A fight against grave and eae odds in which only seven lives 
were lost. This story told by the men themselves has ared in the Saturday Evening Post@ 
and The Readers Digest. (Full report on P. 224). (4/2 /ahy 











